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Pronunciation dictionary for pc

Pronunciation is the act or way of speaking a word. For a variety of reasons, many words in English are not pronounced as they are written, and some sounds can be represented by more than a combination of letters. Consider, for example, that the words, was, and fuzz all rhyme with each other. EtymologyFrom the Latin, to announce Spelling and Pronunciation[T]he most
common of all complaints to the BBC concerns the topic of pronunciation. And sloppy language is the most frequently cited charge . . . In almost every case, the words described as sloppy in the Daily Language are, in fact, perfectly normal debates, and everyone uses them. These include forms such as Feb'ry for February, Lib'ry for library, Antar'tic for Antarctica, such as 'matic
for asthmatic, twel'ths for twelfths, patien's for patients, reco'nize for recognition, and so on. It is indeed very difficult to say some of these words in their 'complete' form - try to pronounce the second t in patients, for example . . . Most listeners give only one reason for their complaint: a letter is present in the spelling, and so it should be pronounced. This is another example of the
widespread belief . . . that language is a bad relationship to writing. We must always remember that the speech came first . . . and that we all learn to speak before we learn to write . . . Nor must we forget that the pattern of pronunciation has changed radically since the introduction of the spelling system. The English spelling has not been a good guide to pronunciation for
hundreds of years. (David Crystal, The English Language. Penguin, 2002)The Endless Decline (1780)[T]er considered earlier paid for pronunciation was gradually declining; so that the greatest irregularities on this point can now be found among the people of fashion; many debates, which were limited to the vulgar thirty or forty years ago, are gradually gaining ground; and if
nothing is done to stop this growing evil and set a general standard at the moment, English will probably become a mere jargon that anyone can pronounce as they please. (Thomas Sheridan, A General Dictionary of the English Language, 1780) The English alphabet[P]laywright George Bernard Shaw . . . demanded a new alphabet and a new orthography to prescribe an official
pronunciation, and he left a little money in his will as a cash prize for someone who could come with a new English alphabet. . . . Shaw was consumed by the idea that people, especially children, was wasted time learning a stupid orthography based on the idea that the business of spelling is the origin and history of a word. rather than its sound and meaning. (David Wolman,
Righting the Mother Tongue: From Olde English to Email, the Tangled Story of English Spelling. Harper, 2010)Changes in the pronunciationOld nursery rhymes can . . . give us nice hints about previous debates. Take Jack and Jill-'Jack and Jill went up the hill to fetch a bucket of water; Jack fell over The crown broke and Jill came after him. The words water and after that are
awkward here and, as you might suspect, it is the word that begins with 'w', which is the culprit. . . . [T]he vocal sound of the water--[wahter]---shifted to [wawter]. So water originally rhymed with [after]. It didn't fit perfectly, of course, because of the f after. However, in non-standard debates, this f was often omitted. Dickens occasionally squints as Arter. So it was probably more of a
case that 'Jack and Jill went up the hill to get a bucket [wahter]; Jack fell and broke the crown and Jill came stumbling.' Much better! (Kate Burridge, Gift of the Gob: Morsels of English Language History. HarperCollins Australia, 2011)StressThere is much evidence that native speakers rely heavily on the stress pattern of words when listening. In fact, experiments have shown that
often when a native speaker hears a word wrong, it is because the foreigner has put the stress in the wrong place, not because he or she has mispronounced the sound of the word. (Joanne Kenworthy, Teaching English Pronunciation. Longman, 1987)Teaching PronunciationA study at the University of Leicester underlines the need for a new approach to teaching English
pronunciation, as English is now a lingua franca, with more non-native speakers in the world than native speakers. It suggests that the emphasis on the correct pronunciation of English, as depicted in films such as My Fair Lady and The King, should be discontinued in favour of mutual comprehensibility among non-native speakers, as well as celebrating the national identity of non-
native speakers. Therefore, a Chinese or Indian English speaker does not have to try to disguise his origin when trying to speak English correctly - instead, they should feel free to speak intact with their dialects and accents as long as what they said was clear and understandable. (Study Calls for New Approach to Teaching English As A Lingua Franca. ScienceDaily, July 20,
2009)Proper NamesIn English probably more than in most languages, there is a negligence in terms of pronunciation of proper names. The following pronunces are a multi-year miracle: Magdalen pronounced Maudlin, Beauchamp . . . Beecham, Cholmondeley . . . Chumley, Greenwich . . . Grinidge, Mainwaring . . . Mannering, Leominster . . . Lemster, Marjoribanks . . .
Marchbanks, Weymiss . . . Weemz. No one would be surprised if such names were the desperation of lexicographers. (Theodora Ursula Irvine, How to Pronounce the Names in Shakespeare, 1919) Pronunciation AnxietyI mentioned to a colleague that I had just recorded a radio segment about the pronunciation of the word niche. He exclaimed, I always get this word! I'm never
sure how should pronounce it. We were annoyed by our common fear when we were confronted with this word. Sounds too French and too pretentious? Does 'Nitch' make us sound immature? ... My colleague then added: And then Tribute! I don't know what to do with it ... I agreed: there is the question of where the stress goes and whether one should say the initial /h/. I added
the word forte to the how-should-I-pronounce-that mix. . . . The conversation, however, made me think about the valuable work that can be done if we are willing to talk about the anxiety that can come with these pronunciation difficulties and open the space for students and others to put words on the table that they don't know how to say – without worrying that someone will
question their education or intelligence when there are words more familiar to the eye than to the ear. And when someone laughs, it's out of relief that someone else isn't sure how to pronounce that word. (Anne Curzan, About Debate Pause. The Chronicle of Higher Education, October 31, 2014)William Cobbett on Pronunciation (1818)[P]ronunciation is learned when birds chirp
and learn to sing. In some counties of England, many words are pronounced differently than in other counties; and between the debate between Scotland and that of Hampshire, the difference is indeed very large. But while all studies on the causes of these differences are useless and all attempts to eliminate them are futile, the differences are of very little real significance. For
example, although the Scots say koorn, the Londoners kawn, and the Hampshire people carn, we know that they all mean to say corn. Children will pronounce as their fathers and mothers pronounce; and if the matter is well and reasonably arranged in joint conversations or speeches, the facts are clearly presented, the arguments are conclusive, the words well chosen and
correctly placed, listeners whose approval is worth paying attention to will pay very little attention to the accent. In short, it is meaning, not sound, that is the goal of your pursuit. (William Cobbett, A Grammar of the English Language in a Series of Letters: Intended for the Use of Schools and of Young Persons in general, but More Especially for the Use of Soldiers, Sailors,
Apprentices, and Plough-Boys, 1818) The Lighter Side of English Spelling and PronunciationMelville Dewey, inventor of the library classification system, wrote a word GHEAUGHTEIGHP. So is GH P, as in Hiccough; EAU is O, as in beau; GHT is T, as in nothing; EIGH is A, as in neigh;PT is T, as in Pterodactyl;OUGH is O, as in. That is, potato. (Willard R. Espy: The Best of an
Almanac of Words at Play. Merriam-Webster, 1999) Pro-NUN-see-A-shun Microsoft SurfaceRevolutions are chaotic: they disrupt the status quo and leave old ways to do things. The PC, once the spearhead of the personal digital revolution, may seem antiquated alongside sexy new tablets and smartphones. In reality, however, the PC is a Participants in the current revolution and
change its own nature to respond to new usage models and a new generation of users. If anything, Microsoft's recent The Surface - a Windows 8 PC posing as a tablet - demonstrates the flexibility and relevance of the PC in the modern digital age. The new computer revolution is about to take place, driven by a legion of users and developers who are creating new ways of
interacting with data and interacting with each other in an ever-connected world. And the new PC has stepped up to meet the needs of users and application developers who have never known a world without the Internet. Apple and Microsoft create unified operating environments that allow for a seamless transition from mobile to PC or Mac, all connected through cloud services.
Windows 8 is leading, with the same operating system core at the heart of Windows Phone 8, Windows RT and Windows 8 on PC. The PC is experiencing its most radical makeover since the ibm PC was born three decades ago. Pundits like to call this the post-PC era, but the PC remains the linchpin of our digital life. Call it a PC, call it an Ultrabook, call it Surface - it's still a PC to
the core. Always on the road to connectivity, cloud and simple mobility define today's technological revolution. Users have played a role in the revolution by using digital media consumption, rather than viewing digital devices as mere tools. Users of smartphones and tablets - especially iPhone and iPad owners - have made the mark. As in the early days of the personal computer
(before the IBM PC), the burgeoning smartphone market was highly fragmented, with different views of what users wanted. These days, after the rise of the iPhone, almost all phones look amazingly similar. Having a data plan with your smartphone is now mainstream; it wasn't always like that. UltrabooksAfter a slow start, PC manufacturers are now absorbing the change. Inspired
by MacBook Air, Intel's Ultrabook program is driving the mainstream adoption of ultra-thin, ultraportable PCs that compromise far less than the netbooks of recent storage. Most of these designs - including Apple's - are based on Intel hardware. The new generation of Ultrabooks has relatively slowly adopted the ever-connected model, as surprisingly few units with integrated
mobile broadband are shipped. As real 4G networks become more widespread, that could change, especially as cloud storage becomes increasingly integral to the operating system. Apple is already pursuing this idea with iCloud, and Microsoft will integrate its SkyDrive service into Windows 8. Ultrabooks, however, are only a response to the changing market. Microsoft's new
Surface tablets show how PCs are moving in other directions. The Surface RT model is locked in Microsoft's App Store, just as Apple's iPad is locked in iTunes. But that Pro is really an ultra-thin PC in a tablet skin, with a fully functional Windows desktop and the ability to run most Windows applications. While the idea of running software from the cloud isn't new, it's picking up
speed. Google has led the charge, and Google Docs has seen a quick acceptance. Microsoft has been Office 365 (a collection of hosted productivity apps) for business. Even games run in the cloud, companies like Gaikai and OnLive offer games on cloud servers and deliver interactive streams for user desktops. Both Apple and Microsoft are heading for unified operating
environments on smartphone, tablet, and personal computing platforms. In some ways, Microsoft is ahead of the curve. Windows 8, Windows RT, and Windows Phone 8 provide almost identical user experiences. With the release of iOS 6 and Mac OS X Mountain Lion, Apple is taking another step toward user experience integration. However, not all users are on board with
uniform environments. Windows 8 seems to be particularly polarizing. Running the Metro interface on a desktop system or even a laptop PC seemed to be an astonishing decision by Microsoft until the Surface was announced. Windows 8 and Surface are closely intertwined, and it's clearly the direction Microsoft wants to take for the operating system and its users. Next page: The
Apple Factor and the Laptop Landscape Page 2 Apple's great success with iPad, iPhone and MacBook Air has led traditional PC manufacturers to explore new designs. Although Apple has not significantly undermined Windows' market share on the desktop, Apple's laptop sales have gained ground. The current iMacs generation has established the standard for all-in-one
systems, while the MacBook Air is the poster child for ultra-thin, mobile computers. The popularity of Air has probably spawned ultrabooks - the thin, lightweight laptops that Intel is currently pushing for PC manufacturers to build. Over the next month or two, Intel expects a wave of Ultrabook releases, with dozens of new models flooding the market. MacBook Pro with Retina
displayThe new MacBook Pro with Retina display offers a resolution of 2880 by 1800 pixels - equivalent to a pixel density of 220 pixels per inch - to Apple's premium laptop line. However, PC manufacturers are not as far behind as they seem to be: the new harvest of 13-inch ultrabooks with 1080p displays offers 160 ppi. It is clear that the bar has been set. On the software side,
Apple's AirPlay, which allows easy streaming of content to home entertainment systems, has defined the usability for wireless displays; Intel's WiDi (a wireless laptop-to-TV connection) was less successful. At this year's E3 gaming show, Microsoft announced SmartGlass will achieve the same goal but use bidirectional streaming so it's not just a one-way street. Intel's Ivy Bridge
processor delivers mainstream x86 CPU performance at a much lower performance budget than previous generations of CPUs. While Ultrabooks with the former Sandy Bridge For the first time have won the light of day, it is Ivy Bridge that really delivers on the promise of longer battery life and new PC shapes and sizes, most of them slimmer, lighter and more efficient than
previous designs. At the latest Computex fair Computex fair showed a wealth of PC designs - some radical, others that consist only of minor changes to existing designs. The Asus Taichi, for example, is a laptop that has a second touchscreen on the outside and works as a tablet when it is closed. Companies are also experimenting with exotic materials to reduce weight. Lenovo's
ThinkPad X1 Carbon and Gigabytes X11 both use carbon fiber as the main enclosure material. Toshiba is preparing a 21:9-page ratio system with a native resolution of 1792 x 768 pixels that can present widescreen films in their native format. It's unclear which designs will win the hearts of consumers, but it's good to see serious experiments after years of boring, 15.6-inch look-
alikes. Lenovo IdeaCentre A720Despite the mobility trend, desktop PCs are still strong. But they, too, are changing rapidly. All-in-one systems become a larger part of the mix, and manufacturers are experimenting with other variants. The Lenovo IdeaCentre A720, which will ship later this year, features a multi-touch display that can be completely horizontal; You might consider it a
big brother to Microsoft's newly announced Surface tablets. Ultra-small units are also used in offices, houses and industrially popular environments. Inspired by interest in raspberry Pi (the tiny, super-cheap PC-like device built around a system on chip and Linux), Intel is building its NUC (Next Unit of Computing), which carries a dual-core Ivy Bridge-class CPU in a tiny, 4-inch
square case smaller than the Apple TV. Even the hardcore PC users, including reputable gamers and performance enthusiasts, look beyond the familiar PC box. The Alienware X51, for example, packs pretty serious PC gaming muscles into an Xbox case. All these experiments force us to check what a PC is and what it could become. Asus Windows RT ARM Tablet (Source:
IDGNS)Obviously a desk tower with attached display and peripherals is a PC. All-in-one computers running Windows certainly qualify like most laptops. But what if the device is a tablet running Windows RT, Microsoft's upcoming operating system for ARM-based systems? No one would call the iPad a PC, but the Microsoft Surface RT and similar Windows RT tablets will contain
some flavors of Microsoft Office - an application that is heavily associated with PCs.An Ultrabook that runs Windows is certainly a PC. But what about a Chromebook with Chrome OS? It's almost always connected to the cloud and doesn't run windows - but it's certainly able to run applications that most business PC users would recognize. And the new Surface Pro may be
extremely thin and lightweight, but it's a PC up to its x86 CPU and its ability to run most Windows applications. As the PC evolves, we will see the advent of new products that advance the definition of the personal computer. In some cases, hardware that most of us wouldn't call a PC runs applications that are traditionally just like the Windows RT tablets running Office. If the new
PC generation simply consisted of experiments like Lenovo's IdeaCentre A720 and marketing initiatives like the Ultrabook, we would only develop the PC as it did over time. However, Windows 8 and Microsoft's Surface tablets give a different vision of the pc's fate. Apple may have defined with the iPad what the tablet might be, but Microsoft defines the future soul of the PC. Note:
If you buy something after clicking on links in our articles, we can get a small commission. Read our affiliate link policy for more details. Details.
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